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The Great Dragon and Phoenix Era

of Cantonese Opera
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Performed in Cantonese with Chinese surtitles and English synopses
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Running time: approximately 3 hours and 30 minutes,
including a 15 minute interval
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For programme details

JEL P B T 1 Page 9 H  Romance of the Phoenix Tower
MmERFE Page 11 E  The Case of the Blood-stained Palm
H AR B Page 13 H  The Conquering Hero Weds the Princess
Caifeng
AICMFEAS T Page 15 H  The Generals’ Love Pentangle
Pt AU HE Page 16 A Mismatched Couple
M3 Page 17 H  The Headstrong Husband and His
Resourceful Wife
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To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the
audience, PLEASE switch off your alarm watches, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating and drinking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden
in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Your support and sponsorship has made possible the Festival attraction
The Great Dragon and Phoenix Era of Cantonese Opera.
With grateful thanks from the Hong Kong Arts Festival.

We wish you and your guests a very enjoyable evening.
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84 AE | Production Team

%%  Coordinator

BiJBE  Yuen Siu-fai

WAL Percussion Leader
FiAE Ko Yun-kuen

FHESHE  Music Leader
wWi¥¥% Ko Yun-hung

RERCIL  Production Manager
5%  Wong Siu-sang

S FRA  English Synopses
&Pt Pan Shih

BB | Cast

BiJEBE  Yuen Siu-fai
FHA€#  Wan Fei-yin
Jo#¥%  Yau Sing-po
WP Sun Kim-long

W B GolLai

¥  Ho Wai-ling
BiEi#%  Liu Kwok-shum
F¥B  Lui Hung-kwong

# 7T Cover Design © Hon Design & Associates
BRAFIIGED] > AR Unless otherwise specified, all photographs © The Blue Hydrant (Leo Yu)
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BEEMKTHE Romance of the Phoenix
Tower

N

®E | Cast

~.

HSEA M BidkWE  Yuen Siu-fai Yelu Junxiong
ALEHEL P R#E  Wan Fei-yin Princess Hongluan
R G % Yau Sing-po Mrs Shang
i Z BB  Liu Kwok-shum Ni Sian
%W B Go Lai Ni Xiutian
2 BB Sun Kim-long Shang Quanxiao
DA E M Ho Wai-ling Prince of Di State
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Synopsis
After a drowning accident the fate of two girls (Princess Hongluan and
Ni Xiutian) are changed in a case of mistaken identities. Princess Hongluan, suffering
from memory loss, is saved by Xiutian’s father, Ni Sian, while Xiutian is saved by Yelu
Junxiong, the Princess’ ex-fiancé. After rescuing Xiutian, Junxiong covers her in the
Princess” coat and she is sent to the Palace where she is mistaken for the Princess.
Meanwhile Princess Hongluan encounters Junxiong and does not recognise him.

Page9 JEEB KA | Cast and Synopsis
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MERELE The Case of the Blood-
stained Palm

JEE | Cast

R E Bk Yuen Siu-fai Gu Jiaxian
H5/NHE PR Wan Fei-yin Feng Xiaoyan
=144 %% Yau Sing-po Hu Sangu
HEBW B Go Lai Yang Baodie

R ZE BB Sun Kim-long Xu Jianqin
HIRTE M Ho Wai-ling Hu Langping
B 5 BB Liu Kwok-shum Gu Lingzhen
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Synopsis

Two couples marry on the same day. One of the brides Xiaoyan gets into the wrong

sedan on the way to her wedding ceremony and loses her dowry chest by accident.

Jiangin, the bridegroom from the other wedding couple, picks up Xiaoyan’s dowry

chest and uses the money for a trip to the capital city to sit for the imperial
examination. Later on when Xiaoyan’s husband, Jiaxian, goes to work in the capital, she
is accused by her brother-in-law, Gu Lingzhen, of murdering her father-in-law in order
to snatch his fortune.

SEE K RE | Cast and Synopsis
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BB ELE  The Conquering Hero Weds
the Princess Caifeng

N

®E | Cast

~.

A BB Yuen Siu-fai Gai Shiying
FB oL FR#EE Wan Fei-yin Princess Caifeng
#Z)E %% Yau Sing-po Gai Emei
AWM Sun Kim-long Han Wudi
At E BB Liu Kwok-shum King of Song Dynasty
B #w M Go Lai Fengyi
L fEYE Ho Wai-ling Zhao Wuwei
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Synopsis
In order to maintain control of the weakening Song Dynasty, the emperor invites rival
warlords, including Gai Shiying, Han Wudi, and Zhao Wuweti, to vie for the hand of
the Princess Caifeng, Gai Shiying wins the hand of the Princess, but his cousin, Fengyi,
is jealous of the marriage and tries to alienate Caifeng from her new husband.

Meanwhile, rejected warlords Han Wudi and Zhao Wuwei invade the Song kingdom.
Gai Shiying who defends the kingdom is however defeated, but escapes from danger
with the aid of his wife Princess Caifeng. He later battles the two warlords again and

finally defeats them.

Page 13 JEE MZKE | Cast and Synopsis
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6 February 2004 (Friday)

The Generals’ Love
Pentangle

Cast

Yuen Siu-fai Liu Xiaotian
‘Wan Fei-yin Wen Cuijun
Yau Sing-po Chou’s mother
Liu Kwok-shum Xizo Ming
Go Lai Xiao Yuee

Sun Kim-long Chou Shangyi
Ho Wai-ling Luo Wenlong
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Synopsis
Wenlong is in love with Yuee, but Yuee is in love with Xiaotian, who is in turn in love
with Cuijun. Shangyi is also in love with Cuijun. An already knotty love pentangle, is
further complicated by a series of accidents and mismatches.
Wenlong takes advantage of Yuee when she is drunk. Yuee thinks that it was Xiaotian

who took advantage of her and realising she is pregnant marries Shangyi without telling

him of the pregnancy. To further complicate matters

Yuee gives birth during the wedding ceremony.

Page 15 JEE NMZKE | Cast and Synopsis
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—OOmE=—A+tR (EH) 7 February 2004 (Saturday)
EE & A Mismatched Couple

EE | Cast

#CHE BiJk B Yuen Siu-fai Guo Wenlong

E g 7 K#  Wan Fei-yin Jia Rufeng
H#E(-LB%  Yau Sing-po Jia Shanren

A FAM  Sun Kim-long Zhao Chengji
HEHW B Go Lai Zhao Yue

HooE B Lui Hung-kwong Lu Gongwang
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Synopsis
A charlatan, Jia Shanren, adopts a baby girl and names her Rufeng.
When Rufeng grows up, the charlatan wants her to marry a prince,
but Rufeng has fallen in love with, and pregnant by, Lieutenant General
Guo Wenlong. However, Wenlong’s uncle, Lu Gongwang, finds out that Wenlong and
Rufeng are in fact brother and sister and tells Wenlong that
he should marry the Princess. Are Wenlong and Rufeng really brother
and sister?

— G R E T B 15 minute interval —



#EJZE The Headstrong Husband
and His Resourceful Wife

St

i8 | Cast

HEXE BiJEBE  Yuen Siu-fai Hong Tianbao

E AR FHE  Wan Fei-yin Ge Jingniang

RiE KB Yau Sing-po Li Deru

KA % Ho Wai-ling King of Song Dynasty
EAME BB Lui Hung-kwong Ge Daixiong

/N B #®  Go Lai Xiaolan
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Synopsis
Hong Tianbao marries General Ge Daixiong’s daughter, Jingniang. Jingniang discovers
her father intends to manipulate her husband in order to stage a coup, so she pretends
she no longer loves Tianbao to drive him away.
On his way home Tianbao saves the king and as a result is knighted and granted a
domain. Following this the couple reunite.

Page 17 JEE NMZKE | Cast and Synopsis
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The Da Long Feng Era

As one of the most celebrated troupes in Hong Kong, the
Da Long Feng Troupe is characterized by its distinctive,
comic and boisterous style while retaining many of the
traditional techniques and elements of Cantonese Opera.

by Tam Wing-pong

ong Kong’s Cantonese Opera scene prospered in the postwar era, but reached
H a low point in the 1960s. It was thanks to an astute impresario named Ho Siu-

bo that this rich cultural heritage was saved from decline. He established three
opera troupes: Da Long Feng, led by Mak Bing-wing and Fung Wong-nui; Hing Sun
Sing, starring Lam Ka-shing and Chan Ho-kau, and Hing Hung Kai, led by Yu Kai and
Nam Hung. Together these three troupes revived interest in the art of Cantonese Opera,
bringing audiences back to the theatres.

By the 1970s and 1980s Cantonese
Opera was making a comeback,
with maestros Yum Kim Fai and
Bak Suet Sin founding the Chor
Feng Ming Troupe, and with the
emergence of a new generation of
opera actors like Law Ka-ying, Man
Chin-sui, Yuen Siu-fai and Lee Po-
ying. Led by the Da Long Feng
Troupe, these major troupes have
made a great contribution to local
culture by preserving and
developing Cantonese Opera.

Ho Siu-bo then promoted Fung
Wong-nui, the actress known for
performing second-tier female roles
into the leading dan role (leading

female role). In the same cast Mak
Bing-wing took on the popular wen
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wu sheng (male leading role) and renowned comic female actress, Tam Lan-hing, made up
the major cast of the Da Long Feng Troupe. For the following decade or so this powerful
triangular casting remained the same. Through their longstanding cooperation Fung
‘Wong-nui, Mak Bing-wing and Tam Lan-hing developed a boisterous and humorous
style that became characteristic of Da Long Feng. Each had their own trademark style
on stage — the girlish, petulant Fung; the forthright, hot-tempered Mak and the comic,
candid Tam. In addition to performing the acrobatic fighting of the Southern and Northern
Schools, the troupe adopted many of the traditional techniques and elements such as pai
chang (mise-en-scénes), thus helping preserve the essence of traditional Cantonese Opera.

The Da Long Feng Troupe was the first local group to perform in the Concert Hall of
the newly inaugurated City Hall in 1962. The programme that night was the very popular
Romance of the Phoenix Tower, which remains a familiar part of the Cantonese Opera

repertoire to this day.
The full version of this article first appeared in FestMag 2003

Memorabilia of the Da Long Feng Troupe were donated by Mr Hui Chiu-man,
and images of the collection appear by kind permission of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum.
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Bt JK#& Yuen Siu-fai
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Yelu Junxiong (Romance of the Phoenix
Tower); Gu Jiaxian (The Case of the Blood-
stained Palm); Gai Shiying (The
Conquering Hero Weds the Princess
Caifeng); Liu Xiaotian (The Generals’s Love
Pentangle); Guo Wenlong (A Mismatched
Couple); Hong Tianbao (The Headstrong
Husband and His Resourceful Wife)
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Yuen Siu-fai started acting at the age of
seven. He studied with Sun Ting Heung
Yiu, Mak Bing-wing and Yuen Siu-tin.
Yuen was awarded the Hong Kong Artist
Award in 1991. After being knighted in
1992, he was invited to perform in front of
the British royal family in London.

In 1993 Yuen established the House of
Cantonese Opera, whose works include
Three Generals Trapped at Mount Xiao and
The Orphan of the Zhao Family. Yuen works
with the Education Department and
universities to introduce Cantonese opera

in schools.
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Princess Hongluan (Romance of the Phoenix
Tower); Feng Xiaoyan (The Case of the
Blood-stained Palm); Princess Caifeng (The
Conquering Hero Weds the Princess
Caifeng); Wen Cuijun (The Generals’ Love
Pentangle); Jfia Rufeng (A Mismatched
Couple); Ge Jingniang (The Headstrong
Husband and His Resourceful Wife)
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Wan Fei-yin was a student of the famous
musician Wong Yuet-san, male dan
performers Ng Sik-yi and Yam Tai-fan, and
studied the art of the Northern School
under virtuoso Beijing opera actors Ma
Yuk-kei and Liu Xun. In 1987, she
established the Kam Fai Wong Opera

Troupe, performing the main dan roles.

In recent years Wan has acted for the Fu
Wing Wah, Yat Yeut Sing, Lung Ka Fung
and Kam Sing Fei opera troupes,

performing in new operas such as 7The
Treason of a Hero, The Assassination of Qin
and Mulan.

HENAR | Biographies
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A BE Yau Sing-po
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Mrs Shang (Romance of the Phoenix
Tower); Hu Sangu (The Case of the Blood-
stained Palm); Gai Emei (The Conquering
Hero Weds the Princess Caifeng); Chou’s
mother (The Generals’ Love Pentangle); fia
Shanren (A Mismatched Couple); Li Deru
(The Headstrong Husband and His
Resourceful Wife)
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Yau Sing-po was born into a family of
Cantonese opera singers. He initially
performed wen wu sheng (civilian or
military male) roles, but has specialised
in lao sheng (elderly male) roles and chou
(clown) roles since the late 1960s. Yau
trained under renowned Beijing opera
performer Li Wanchun and his senior,
Liu Xun.

Yau received the Stage Performer of the
Year Award from the Hong Kong Artists’
Guild in 1992. His performances include
Fifteen Strings of Cash (1993), Cao Cao
and Yang Xiu (1994), Farewell My
Concubine (1995), The Poet Li Bai (1997)
and Madam, She Leads Her Armies to War
(1999).



#/IEP Sun Kim-long
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Shang Quanxiao (Romance of the Phoenix
Tower); Xu fianqin (The Case of the Blood-
stained Palm); Han Wudi (The Conquering
Hero Weds the Princess Caifeng); Chou
Shangyi (The Generals’ Love Pentangle);
Zhao Chengji (A Mismatched Couple)
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Sun Kim-long began his training under
the virtuoso Ng Kung-hap in the 1960s.
Later he studied the martial art skills of
the Northern School under Hui Kwan-
hon. He has worked with Cantonese opera
troupes Boomabliss, Ming Chee Sing, and
Ho Siu Nin, and his works include 7he
Seven Happily Married Couples and The
Founding Emperor of Yuan — Kublai Khan.

In 2001 Sun performed in the drama 7he
Death of Yuan Chonghuan and MonoFest
— Lets Chat abour Cantonese Opera. In
collaboration with Nam Fung he formed
the Sun Fung Wong Cantonese Opera
Troupe and recently finished writing his
first Cantonese opera piece, Beautiful
Reflection on Lotus Pond.
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=& Go Lai
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Ni Xiutian (Romance of the Phoenix Tower);
Yang Baodie (The Case of the Blood-stained
Palm); Fengyi (The Conquering Hero Weds
the Princess Caifeng); Xiao Yuee (The
Generals’ Love Pentangle); Zhao Yue (A
Mismatched Couple); Xiaolan (The
Headstrong Husband and His Resourceful
Wife)
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As a disciple of Fung Wong-nui, Go Lai is
adept at both drama and martial arts, from
classic to modern repertoire.

BEEI# Liu Kwok-shum

8 2 (B IBIE T /i A (A
BE)RET (HFEEROER) S #HY
(AT AR A% 5

Ni Sian (Romance of the Phoenix Tower);
Gu Lingzhen (The Case of the Blood-
stained Palm); King of Song Dynasty (The
Conquering Hero Weds the Princess
Caifeng); Xiao Ming (The Generals’ Love
Pentangle)
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Liu Kwok-shum was among the first group
of graduates of the Chinese Opera Institute
and a student of the famous musician,
Wong Yuet-san. He has also studied the art
of the Northern School under Yam Dai-
fun. As a regular guest of the Chor Fung
Ming Cantonese Opera Troupe, Liu has
performed in Li Yu — the Last Emperor of
Southern Tang Dynasty and Butterfly and Red
Pear. He is also active in other troupes of

Hong Kong.
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fi]{#% Ho Wai-ling
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Prince of Di State (Romance of the Phoenix
Tower); Hu Langping (The Case of the Blood-
stained Palm); Zhao Winwei (The Conquering
Hero Weds the Princess Caifeng); Luo
Wenlong (The Generals Love Pentangle); King
of Song Dynasty (The Headstrong Husband
and His Resourceful Wife)
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Being the niece of the famous actress, Ho
Fay-farn, Ho Wai-ling is deeply influenced
by the art of Cantonese opera. At a young
age she trained under Law Yim-hing and
has specialised in dan roles, though in recent
years she has also played sheng roles. Ho is
adept at both drama and martial arts, and
is a student of martial arts masters, Qi
Yukun and Yam Dai-fun, who teach the art
of the Northern School.

= #E Lui Hung-kwong
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Lu Gongwang (A Mismatched Couple);
Ge Daixiong (The Headstrong Husband
and His Resourceful Wife)
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Lui Hung-kwong is the son of the famous
actor, Lui Yuk-long. As a student he was
among the first group of graduates from the
Guangzhou Cantonese Opera School and
went on to train in the youth opera
programme of the Guangdong Cantonese
Opera House. Lui has also studied under
the master Wen Jue-fei, who is famous for
playing chou (clown) roles. Before residing
in Hong Kong, Lui has played chou roles in
the third troupe of Guangdong Cantonese
Opera House and now often plays wu sheng
roles in opera troupe like Ming Chee Sing.
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